
  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                        

GATHERING  
Welcome and Announcements 
Time of Silence  
Prelude    Two variations on “Fairest Lord Jesus”    Charles Callahan  
       Dr. Carla Edwards, organist  
Call to Worship (Psalm 103) 
 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits-- 
 who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 
  who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
 who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
    

Prayer of Praise and Adoration  
Hymn No.  620  Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  
 
Scripture Reading Romans 14:1-12 

 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 Holy God, you have saved us for a purpose: to glorify you in our lives.  
 Yet we sin. You ask us to love one another and in Jesus you teach us how.   
 But we find this love so hard to carry out.   
 In small daily interactions we can be short tempered and disrespectful.   
 We are quick with harsh words and ready to pass judgment.  
 We are suspicious of those on the other side,  
 distrustful of those who think and look differently than us.  
 We ignore how our complaints about others  grow into a persistent hardness of heart  
 and callousness towards another’s suffering and need.     
 Forgive us, Merciful God, and unclasp our hands from our grudges.  
 Help us Lord Jesus, to forgive on another.   

 (moment of silent prayer) 
Declaration of Forgiveness (Psalm 103:11-13) 
 For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is the Lord’s steadfast love toward those who fear 
 him; as far as the east is from the west, so far the Lord removes our transgressions from us. As a father 
 has compassion for his children, so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.  
 Friends, believe the good news, through Jesus Christ we are forgiven!   
   Thanks be to God!  
     

Passing of the Peace  
 The peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 
Hymn No. 435 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy   
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THE WORD 
Welcoming the Children   
      The children’s bulletin is available on the plpc.org and the Park Lake Facebook page.  

 
Blessing of Children  tune - Hymn No. 535, Tallis Canon 
      Go with them, Lord, and guide their way, through this and every coming day,  
      That in Your spirit strong and true, their lives may be a gift to You.  

Scripture Reading Matthew 18:21-35 
        Hymn #445 God, How Can We Forgive 

 
Sermon      Dr. Dan DeBevoise 
Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles Creed  (Ecumenical version) 
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Charge and Benediction                 
Choral Response Go Ye Now in Peace Joyce Elaine Eilers 
Postlude    Prelude in C Major   J.S. Bach 
        Dr. Carla Edwards, organist 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

        SENDING 
Hymn No.  754 Help Us Accept Each Other  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Offertory   Beautiful Savior Arranged by Anna Laura Page 
        Chancel Choir, section leaders   
        Faith Graves, Alice Fortunato, Jeffrey St. Charles  
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      Matthew 18:21-35 

      Hymn #445 God, How Can We Forgive 

18:21-22 

Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as 

seven times?"  Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

God, how can we forgive  
when bonds of love are torn?  
How can we rise and start anew, 
our trust reborn?  
When human loving fails  
and every hope is gone,  
your love gives strength beyond our own  
to face the dawn  

 

18:23-27 

"For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 

When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 

and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment 

to be made.  So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 

And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 

 

When we have missed the mark,  
and tears of anguish flow,  
how can you still release our guilt,  
the debt we owe?  
The ocean depth of grace  
surpasses all our needs.  
A priest who shares our human pain,  
Christ intercedes.  

 

18:28-35  

But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 

throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.'  Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay 

you.' But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 

When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 

taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 

me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?' 

And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 

So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart."  

 

Who dares to throw the stone  
to damn another's sin,  
when you, while knowing all our past,  
forgive again?  
No more we play the judge,  
for by your grace we live.  
As you, O God, forgive our sin,  
may we forgive.  
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