
  
 
 
 
 
                                                                     

GATHERING  
Welcome and Announcements 
Time of Silence  
Prelude                                                             Sonata No. 1                                                    Charles W. Ore 
                                        Will Benton, Organist  
Call to Worship (based on Psalm 90) 
 Before there was any time, 
  there was God. 
 When we wandered the wilderness, 
  God built a way for us. 
 When we lived in exile, 
  our homes were built by God. 
 When we are overwhelmed with life, 
  God unknots the tightness in our shoulders. 
 When we seek to serve faithfully, 
  God provides the opportunities. 
 When tomorrow comes, 
  we find God awake and waiting for us. 
 When time ends, 
  there will still be God  

Prayer of Praise and Adoration  
Hymn No.  687                 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 
Scripture Reading                 Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17  
Call to Confession 
 When we remember all the mistakes we have made, all the careless words we have spoken, all the 
 contempt we have given to those around us, we have trouble looking God in the eye. But God gazes at us 
 with mercy and love, waiting to forgive us, even as we hesitate to speak of the broken places in our hearts.  
Unison Prayer of Confession 
     Again we must confess, Master of the Universe,  our struggles to be faithful disciples. You have  
  entrusted us with all your gifts, yet we become fearful of wasting them, and often miss the chance to 
  be a blessing to others.  You have invited us to dance in the light of your love, and we stand  
  against the wall once again, hesitant.  You call us to be generous with our time and resources to those 
  who struggle in life, but we occupy ourselves once again, with scorn for the poor choices they make.  
  Have mercy, generous God, have mercy on us.  Open our eyes to your kingdom in our midst, so we 
  might discover that your day of hope and grace has already come in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  
   (moment of silent prayer) 
Declaration of Forgiveness 
   This is the good news: God wants for us to find life, to embrace hope, to receive forgiveness through Jesus     
 Christ, our Savior.  
  The end of our life's journey is not rejection and emptiness, but the fullness of grace and hope in our 
    God. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen.  
Passing of the Peace  
 The peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 
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THE WORD 
Welcoming the Children   
      The children’s bulletin is available on the plpc.org and the Park Lake Facebook page.  

Blessing of Children  tune - Hymn No. 535, Tallis Canon 
      Go with them, Lord, and guide their way, through this and every coming day,  
      That in Your spirit strong and true, their lives may be a gift to You.  

Scripture Reading   1 Thessalonians 5:1-24 
 

Sermon    The Longest Year Rev. Dr. Linda Wright Simmons 
 

*Affirmation of Faith                                            The Apostles’ Creed                                         Ecumenical version 

        

*The communion table cloth is a project of Potter’s Hand, a Park Lake group that explores the  
intersection of faith and art.   This table cloth depicts Revelation 7:9-17, and the communion of the saints. 

“A great multitude standing before the throne and before the lamb, robed in white… 
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SENDING 
 

Hymn No.  749 Come!  Live in the Light!  
 
Charge and Benediction 
Choral Response God Be With You Till We Meet Again Ralph Vaughan Williams                 
 
Postlude                                                                Sortie Toccata                                                     Théodore Dubois 
        Will Benton, organist 

Offertory                   Today, Tomorrow, and Every Day                Paul Sjolund                          
                           Chancel Choir Leaders 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

Hymn No. 366 Love Divine All Loves Excelling (verses 1,2) 
 
Minute for Stewardship  








