
                                                      
                                               

GATHERING  
Welcome and Announcements 
Lighting the Christ Candle  
Time of Silence                        
Prelude                                                     Christmas Peace                                                     Phil Lehenbauer 
                                                    Will Benton, Organist  
 
Introit                                                                     Christmas Hallelujah                                  Music by Leonard Cohen                                                 
          Robb Ross, soloist                            Words by Cloverton 
Call to Worship (ref. Matthew 2:1-11) 
  The magi came from many places, following a star. 
      We come to worship, and the star sheds light on our lives. 
  The magi brought gifts to offer the Child. 
      We too bring gifts—ourselves, our hopes, our dreams. 
  Shepherds and magi, the meek and the mighty—all gathered in Bethlehem. 
      We too come to worship God.   
 
Prayer of Praise and Adoration  
 
Hymn No.  152                                   What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright 
 
Scripture Reading                                                    Jeremiah 31:7-14                                 Pew Bible, O.T.,  page 690 
 
Call to Confession 
      
Unison Prayer of Confession 

  Source of salvation and Bringer of light, our sight is dull to the mystery of Your love.  It is Your nature to  
  forgive and gather, while we continue to bear grudges and build walls between our neighbors.  Christ    
  blesses the poor, while we hold tightly to our wealth.  In Christ you have spoken peace, but we live in  
  turmoil.  Your goodness is spread throughout creation, but our stewardship of your world is   
  thoughtless.  In Your mercy, forgive us.  Enlighten the eyes of our hearts and help us amend our ways.  
  Hear our prayer. (moment of silent confession) 

 
Declaration of Forgiveness 

God is righteous and just, and forgives the iniquity of all who repent. Like “rain that falls on the mown 
grass, like showers that water the earth,” God’s goodwill overflows toward us in the Child of Bethlehem.   
 
   Through that Child, who is our risen Lord, we receive God’s forgiveness and claim God’s mercy for us.   
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of Christmas 

And Epiphany 



Thank you to our Live Stream Audio/Visual Team, John DiSalvo, Will DiSalvo, and John Bowers, and to our 
music team Robb Ross, Will Benton for bringing worship to our congregation today.   

Scripture Reading                                                    Ephesians 1:3-14                                  Pew Bible, N.T., page 180 
 

Sermon      Gather Us In Dr. Helen DeBevoise 
 
Offertory                                                                   Rose of Bethlehem                       Words and Music, Lowell Alexander  
                                                                                    Robb Ross, soloist 

THE EUCHARIST  
 The Invitation  
 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 The Words of Institution 
 Sharing the Bread and Cup   
 Prayer after Communion and the Lord’s Prayer 

                                                                                         SENDING 
 
Hymn No.  401   Here In This Place—Gather Us In 
    
Charge and Benediction 
Choral Response  
 
Postlude                                                              Toccata Giocosa                                                 Gilbert Martin  
                                                              Will Benton, organist 
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THE WORD 
Welcoming the Children   
      The children’s bulletin is available on the plpc.org and the weekly Park Lake Up2date email.  

 
Blessing of Children  tune - Hymn No. 535, Tallis Canon 
      Go with them, Lord, and guide their way, through this and every coming day,  
      That in Your Spirit strong and true, their lives may be a gift to You.  

 

Hymn 134   (verses 1,2) Joy to the World!                                                           
 
Passing of the Peace  
 The peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 








