
GATHERING  
Welcome and Announcements 
Time of Silence  
 

Introit                                                             Let There Be Peace on Earth                          Jill Jackson-Miller and Sy Miller  
                                                                             Russell Stephens, soloist 
                                                                                Will Benton, piano 
Call to Worship  (Jonah 2:2, 6, 9)                                                                                                
 I called to the Lord out of my distress, and God answered me 
  You brought up my life from the Pit, O Lord, my God. 
   I with the voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what I have vowed I will pay. 
  Deliverance belongs to the Lord! 
 
Prayer of Praise and Adoration  
Hymn No.  619        Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven  
 

Scripture Reading                                                      Jonah 1:1-3                                           Pew Bible, O.T., page 810 
 
Call to Confession 
 Alas, Jonah is likely not the only child of God who, when called, finds any vehicle 
   he can to go the other way, away from God. How is God calling us this day? And how 
  are we failing to follow, but instead, turning away from God?  Let us pray together our 
  Prayer of Confession followed by a time of silent confession. 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
  You call us, God, to be your hands and feet in the world. Forgive us when we run 
  the other way; when we place conditions on service, like “if we have time” or “if 
  we have energy.” Forgive us, patient and persistent Lord, for the times we turn 
  our backs on serving you to focus on our own comforts. Forgive us when we look 
  the other way when people are in need. Forgive us our angry attitudes and 
  actions which hurt rather than heal. Wrap your arms around us, healing our 
  wounds, binding us to you.  
    (moment of silent prayer) 
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Declaration of Forgiveness 
 God stops at nothing to bring us home. God’s grace is abundant, God’s mercy 
 unending. As far as the east is from the west, so far does God remove our sins from us. 
 Thanks be to God; through Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
Passing of the Peace  
 The peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 
 
Response No. 22 God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale 
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THE WORD 
Welcoming the Children   
      The children’s bulletin is available on the plpc.org and the Park Lake Up2Date weekly email.  
 

Blessing of Children  tune - Hymn No. 535, Tallis Canon 
   Go with them, Lord, and guide their way, through this and every coming day,  
   That in Your spirit strong and true, their lives may be a gift to You.  

Scripture Reading                                               Jonah 3:1-5, 10 and 4                               Pew Bible, O.T., page 811  
 
A Sermon Conversation                                    The Too-Merciful God  Rev. Dr. Linda Wright Simmons 
                                                                                                                                                 and John Daniel DeBevoise 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed   (page 35 Glory To God hymnal) 
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Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude                                             Let There Be Peace on Earth (reprise)              Jill Jackson-Miller and Sy Miller  
                                                                              Will Benton, piano 

Offertory                                                              Christ Be With Me                             Music by Michael S. Bryson   
                                                                          Chancel Choir, section leaders 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                                             
Hymn No. 741 Guide My Feet 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead, and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
   the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

The two Sanctuary flower arrangements this day, are given to the glory of God, 
 In loving memory of my son, Chip (Roy) Long, 06/02/1964 - 01/24/2020, given by Lynne Long, may he rest in 

peace. 
 In memory of Will Park, husband, father, grandfather, by his loving wife, Evie Park and the Park family.  The 

offertory music today is also dedicated to the memory of Will Park, “Let There Be Peace on Earth”, was how 
Will lived his life. 

The rose on the Communion table celebrates the birth of Arya Grace Jones, born on Wednesday, January 20, 
2021.  Daughter of Rose Urena and Camden Jones.  Grandparents are Nancy and Walk Jones. 

Thank you to our guest preachers, Rev. Dr. Linda Wright Simmons and John Daniel DeBevoise for leading our 

worship today. 








