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December 26, 2021                       Order of Worship                       10:30 am 
                                                             GATHERING 

 Welcome and Announcements 
 Time of Silence 
 Prelude             A  Peaceful, Silent Night        Phil Lehenbauer  
                                              Will Benton, Organist       
 Call to Worship 

Emmanuel:  God, you are with us 
 We have heard the promise of the prophets; 
We have caught the notes of an angel’s song; 
 We have seen a star in the heavens, and we have believed. 
Today we have come to be with You because You have come to be with us. 
 We seek an innocent, helpless baby in a crude manger; 
We seek a Messiah who will reign with justice; 
 And You, who are the weakest and the strongest, the most humble and the most mighty,  
 have found us. 
Now we may find ourselves. 
 Now we may love each other, now we may truly worship You, crying aloud with the heavenly host: 
 “Glory to God in the highest!  Peace on earth and goodwill among all people.”  Amen. 

  
Prayer of Praise and Adoration 
 *Hymn of Praise No. 143                   Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
 
 Scripture Reading                                            Isaiah 61:10-62:3                                               Pew Bible,  O.T. pg. 650  
 
 Call to Confession   
 Unison Prayer of Confession 
 God of grace and truth, 
 in Jesus Christ You came among us 
 as light shining in darkness. 
 We confess that we have not always welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good. 
 We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. 
 Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope, 
 so that we may receive the fullness of Your grace, 
 and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. 
 (moment of silent confession) 
 
 Declaration of Forgiveness 
   In the name of the incarnate God,  
  We are forgiven.  Amen. 
 
 *Hymn of Response No 145                                 What Child Is This?                               
 
 *Passing of the Peace 
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 



Presenting our Tithes and Offerings  
Offertory     All Is Well 
              Russell Stephens, soloist 
 
Offering Prayers of the People  

  SENDING 

 
*Hymn No. 132       Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
 
Charge and Blessing 
 
Postlude                                                                  Divinum Mysterium                                               Phil Lehenbauer 
                                                                               Will Benton, organist  
 

      THE WORD 
Welcoming the Children 
Following the time on the steps, children are invited to pick up a lapdesk from the west side of the chancel 
and go sit on the floor near their families.  This is PRAYground time.  They have coloring and activity pages, 
as well as other supplies, allowing them to continue exploring today's gospel message.  A PRAYground 'host 
teacher" will be available to help answer questions and provide needed supplies.  
 
Blessing of Children  tune - Hymn No. 748, Tallis Canon 
       Go with them, Lord, and guide their way, through this and every coming day. 
      That in Your spirit strong and true, their lives may be a gift to You. 

 
Scripture Reading Luke 2:22-38 pew Bible, NT pg. 55 
 
Sermon  The Sacred Tension of the Season John Daniel DeBevoise 

*Affirming Our Belief  The Apostles’ Creed (page 17, Glory To God hymnal) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

Welcome to our guest preacher, John Daniel DeBevoise, third year student at Columbia Theological 
Seminary.  John Daniel is a member of Park Lake and a candidate for ministry of the word and sacrament, 
graduation May 2022.   
 
December Ushers are Mark Sonderman, Aaron Hull, John Bowers, Susan Frith, Linda Shrieves and 
Shawn Moloney.  

Music and Lyrics by Wayne Kirkpatrick 
   and Michael W. Smith 
Arranged by Russell G. Stephens 
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