
THE WORD 
Welcoming the Children 
      (Pre-k and elementary children may go downstairs to the Children’s library for a worship activity) 

GATHERING  
Welcome and Announcements 
Time of Silence  
Prelude     Kings of Orient Fred Bock  
       Will Benton, organist  
 

Choral Introit                           Rejoice, Rejoice with Music Stacey Nordmeyer
   
Call to Worship   
Lighting of the Advent Candle of Peace 
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Blessing of Children  tune - Hymn No. 748, Tallis Canon 
       Go with them, Lord, and guide their way, through this and every coming day. 
      That in Your spirit strong and true, their lives may be a gift to You. 

Declaration of Forgiveness   
 In this season of waiting, the Good News is this: mercy, new life, hope, and joy are the gifts we receive 
 from our God. 
  Thanks be to the God of Advent, who came in the Child, who is with us in the Spirit, who will come  
  again in glory!  Amen 

Passing of the Peace  
 The peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
  Lord we hear the call to prepare for your coming but we don’t know how to prepare.   
  Should we drop everything we are doing?  We don’t know what we would do instead. 
  Should we reorder our priorities? We aren’t sure what matters most to us anymore. 
  Should we try to change something about ourselves? 
  We already feel caught in all the change around us.  
  Lord forgive us for getting so used to the world as it is, that we have forgotten 
  how to truly prepare for you. 
  Forgive us for living so indifferently, that we aren’t sure of the difference  
  you make in our lives. 
  Come quickly Lord Jesus, and save us from our confusion, complacency,  
  and indifference.    (silent prayers of confession)  

*Hymn  No. 106 Prepare the Way, O Zion                          

Scripture Reading Malachi 3:1-4 pew Bible, OT, pg. 838 

      Luke 3:1-6 pew Bible, NT, pg. 56 

*Hymn No.  104 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  



Scripture Reading Philippians 1:3-11 Pew Bible, NT pg. 185  
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Tithes and Offerings  
Offertory   The World Awaits Your Coming  Pepper Choplin 
        Chancel Choir 
 

*Affirmation of Faith  Colossians 1:15-20 (pew Bible NT, pg. 188) 

*Hymn No. 82 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  
Charge and Blessing 
*Choral Response Share the Light Stacey Nordmyer 

Postlude  Hark, the Herald Angels Sing!  Phil Lehenbauer   
      Will Benton, organist  

Sermon  Christmas Company: Jesus Our Priest  Dr. Dan DeBevoise 

        THE EUCHARIST 
 The Invitation  
          Hymn No. 103, verse 1  Come now, O Prince of Peace; make us one body. 
            Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people.  
 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving   verse 2  Come now, O God of love; make us one body,  
            Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people.  
 

 The Words of Institution   verse 3  Come now, and set us free, O God, our Savior. 
             Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people. 
 

 The Sharing of the Bread  verse 4  Come, hope of unity, make us one body. 
             Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people. 
 The Sharing of the Cup 
 Prayer after Communion  

Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;  

for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible,  

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers— 

all things have been created through him and for him.  

He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  

He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,  

so that he might come to have first place in everything.  

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  

and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,  

whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.  










