
                                                                 
GATHERING  

Welcome and Announcements 
Time of Silence  
Prelude             Great is Thy Faithfulness                                      setting by Dan Miller  
         Will Benton, organist  
 
Choral Introit                                                    Come Into God’s Presence                                        GTG hymnal #413 
 
Call to Worship: (Psalm 19)  
 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. 
       The decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simply of heart. 
 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
       sweeter also than honey, and drippings from the honeycomb. 
  
Prayer of Praise and Adoration  
Hymn No.  19                            God of Great and God of Small 
 

Scripture Reading Luke 4:14-21           pew Bible, NT pg. 57  
 
Call to Confession 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
       God of freedom, Jesus came to bring good news, to mend and to heal, to release and to redeem, and   
       to proclaim Your kingdom is here.  We confess that we have ignored Jesus' message.  We are still    
       captive to sin, and bruised and broken by our transgressions.  We are convinced that the news is  
       always bad, and that we are forever stuck where we are, as we are.  Help us to hear the truth of the  
       gospel.  Inspire us with Your liberating word.  Let Your Spirit cleanse us and change us, so that we may 
       receive all that You have declared in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (moment of silent prayer) 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness 
 Friends, this is good news:  “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are 
 sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart.” (Psalm 19:7-8) 
      Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to You, O Lord, my rock  
       and my redeemer. (Psalm 19:14) 
 
Response No. 694                                          Great God of Every Blessing  
 
Passing of the Peace  
 The peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 
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THE WORD 
Welcoming the Children 
Following the time on the steps, children are invited to pick up a lap desk from the west side of the chancel 
and go sit on the floor near their families.  This is PRAYground time.  They have coloring and activity pages, 
as well as other supplies, allowing them to continue exploring today's gospel message.  A PRAYground “host 
teacher" will be available to help answer questions and provide needed supplies.  
Blessing of Children  tune - Hymn No. 748, Tallis Canon 
       Go with them, Lord, and guide their way, through this and every coming day. 
                          That in Your spirit strong and true, their lives may be a gift to You 
  

Scripture Reading Nehemiah 8:1-10 pew Bible, OT pg. 416 
 

Sermon    When God’s Word Reads You Dr. Helen DeBevoise 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed   page 17 Glory To God hymnal 
                                                                                     (ecumenical) 
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Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
Offertory                                                                  I Love You, Lord                         Words and Music by Laurie Klein 
                                                                    Chancel Choir                                           Arranged by Bill George 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer   

SENDING 
 

Hymn No. 838   Standing on the Promises  
          
Charge and Benediction 
*Choral Response                                   Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace                               GTG  hymnal  # 545 
 
Postlude                                                                  Sonata No. 1                                                           Charles W. Ore 
        Will Benton, organist 

Worship Leaders Today: Revs. Drs. Dan and Helen DeBevoise, co-pastors;  Robb Ross, choir director;  

Will Benton, organist.     

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

January Ushers:  Matt Cook, Erin Cook, Stix Cook, Clay Elliott, John Rogers. 
January Greeter:  Doug Lawton 
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