
GATHERING  
Welcome and Announcements   
Time of Silence  
Prelude                                  Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him                         arr. Jerry Westenkuehler                                  
                                                                                 Will Benton, organist 
 

Choral Introit               God Welcomes All  
         
Call to Worship (based on Psalm 37) 
  Trust in the Lord, take delight in the Lord, commit your way to the Lord. 
      We trust in God, who acts with justice and shines God’s light. 
  Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for God. 
      Our salvation comes from the Lord, who is our refuge and our strength. 
 
Prayer of Praise and Adoration  
Hymn No. 463              How Firm a Foundation 
 

Scripture Reading                  Genesis 45:3-11, 15                                   Pew Bible, O.T., page 40 
 
Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
       O God, how far we are from being who You have called us to be as the body of Christ.  We have not  
       loved as You loved the world, nor forgiven others just as You forgave us in Jesus. We have been given 
       free grace and undying love, but we love with limits and expect a return. You have not judged us or  
       condemned us, but we have judged and condemned others.  We have not been required to earn Your  
       kindness and mercy, but we want others to deserve our forgiveness. We nurse grievances and harbor  
       grudges, which only bind us to emotional and spiritual darkness.  
      O God, help us begin again we pray.  In Christ we pray.  
      (moment for silent prayer) 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness  
  “Trust in the Lord, and do good;  so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.  Take delight in the Lord, and 
   He will give you the desires of your heart.”  (Psalm 37:3) Friends, this is good news. 
       Thanks be to God for God’s abundant and redeeming love!       
 
Hymn of Response  No. 735 I Need Thee Every Hour 
 
Passing of the Peace  
 The peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 
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Worship Leaders Today:  Revs. Dr. Dan and Helen DeBevoise, co-pastors; Robb Ross, choir director;  

Will Benton, organist. 

February Ushers: John Gardepe, Anne Gardepe, John Bowers, Marie Butler, John Rachey. 

February Greeter: Evie Park  

THE WORD 
Welcoming the Children   
     Following the time on the steps, children are invited to pick up a lap desk from the west side of the 
chancel and go sit on the floor near their families.  This is PRAYground time.  The children are provided with  
coloring and activity pages, as well as other supplies, allowing them to continue exploring today's gospel 
message.   

 
Blessing of Children  tune - Hymn No. 748, Tallis Canon 
   Go with them, Lord, and guide their way, through this and every coming day,  
   that in Your spirit strong and true, their lives may be a gift to You.  
 
Scripture Reading Luke 6:27-38 Pew Bible, N.T., page 60
  

Sermon    The Blessings and Woes of Following Jesus Dr. Helen DeBevoise 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  The Apostles’ Creed  (pg. 17 Glory to God - hymnal) 
                                                                                     (ecumenical) 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Anthem                                                Fairest Lord Jesus                                            Music by Michael Cox 
                                                                      Chancel Choir                                             
 

SENDING 
Hymn No. 547 Go, My Children, with My Blessing       
 
Charge and Benediction 
Choral Response May the Love of the Lord 
 
Postlude                                                                    Toccata                                                        composer unknown                                                                                                             

                                                                        Will Benton, organist                   

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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